TRAVEL  IN  THE  HADHRAMAUT

which are, By camel, 10 dollars for a bahar of twenty frasiks, and by donkey
i J dollars a frasila.*

The really luxurious traveller also engages a couple ofma'ras or porters
who proceed on foot the whole way carrying, like a Chinaman or a milkman,
a pole'across their shoulders from which is suspended a basket at each end
confining light breakables. These men cost about Rs. 12 each for the
journey. They keep by the traveller's side all the way, provide .in theory
liquid refreshment when required, gather the wood for fires at night and
generally perform such domestic duties as may be required of them. Ba
*Ubeid, however, told us that it had been provided in our terms with our
caravan-men that they should provide firewood and water at halts. We
learned afterwards in the interior that the service must always be stipulated
for in advance, otherwise travellers are charged extra.

Negotiations were completed in due course. Ba 'Ubeid got us most
delightful Murshidis, little dark men with long curly greasy hair, black
cloths wrapped round their waists, a spare one that could be used as plaid or
turban, and nothing else except indigo to protect them from sun and cold.
They wore jambiyas at their waists and carried fairly modern rifles decorated
with silver. In the Hadhramaut more than in the west of the protectorate
the rifles seem ancient at first sight because of the silver decoration and
because they invariably fix a rounded block of wood covered with hide
on to the butts. In the old matchlocks this was intended to take the recoil,
but of course it is no more than ornament with a modern rifle.

The little beduin slipped silently into the guest-house, creatures of the
wild, as out of pkce as deer in a drawing-room, their glances darting timidly
but curiously at everything as they sized up us and our baggage. It is with
humiliation that I confess to being assessed as an extra outsize. A special
donkey had to be obtained for me from a day and half's journey away,
and I had to pay.a supplement of two dollars on the maximum fare. Hassan
should certainly have been charged extra too, for at the beginning of the
journey he was carrying a lot of superfluous fat and I felt it was most unfair

1The travellers liabilities have not ended with the payment of the fares, for he
sas to provide rations for his donkey-men and camel-men at the rate of one man to
oat animal for donkeys, and one man up to three animals for camels. For donkey-
men the rations cost from a half to one and a half dollars a head according to whether
they eat with the traveller or not. The rations for camel-men qost two dollars a head
as they take eight days over the journey instead of six. The rations to be purchased
are, flour, oil and ghee, rice, dried fish, dates, spices and onions, coffee and dry
gsiger. Rations arc only paid for if the caravan is accompanied by passengers.